Welcome to the Triangle, North Carolina

Your Complete Relocation
Guide

Whether you're considering a career move, seeking a better quality of life, or looking for the perfect place to raise
your family, the Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill Triangle region offers an exceptional blend of opportunity, culture, and
Southern charm. This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know about relocating to this dynamic
region—from neighborhoods within 50 miles of Raleigh to schools, jobs, lifestyle, and the practicalities of making

your move.

As your trusted local real estate specialist, I'm here to help you navigate every step of your
Triangle journey with collaboration and clarity.

Text me: 919.438.2865
Email me: realty(@crownedenterprises.com

Check out the website: https://crownedenterprises.com



https://crownedenterprises.com/contact/

The Triangle Advantage

Southern Charm Meets Modern Innovation

The Triangle region represents something truly special in American
cities—a harmonious blend of traditional Southern hospitality with
cutting-edge technology and world-class research sectors. Here,
you'll find friendly neighbors who wave from their front porches
alongside innovative companies transforming entire industries.

This unique cultural fusion creates an exceptional quality of life where
career advancement doesn't mean sacrificing community
connection, and where innovation thrives without losing sight of

what makes a place feel like home.

Fastest-Growing Metro

Population surging with 12,000-15,000
net new jobs added annually, driven by
unprecedented economic opportunity
across multiple sectors.

Four Distinct Seasons

Experience true seasonal beauty without
weather extremes—mild winters averaging
50-60°F, warm summers in the 90°F range,
and gorgeous spring and fall transitions.

National Recognition

Named #1 Best City for Jobs by Glassdoor
and consistently ranking among America's
top places to live, work, and raise a family.



[jé‘@ Proximity to Everything

The Triangle's central location means
you're never far from your next
adventure. Pristine Atlantic beaches
are just two hours east, while the
majestic Blue Ridge Mountains rise
two hours west. Raleigh-Durham
International Airport connects you
seamlessly to major hubs nationwide,
making business travel and visiting
family back home remarkably
convenient.

Recognition & Quality of Life

ﬁ@ Thriving Culinary Scene

Food culture in the Triangle has
reached new heights with the region's
inclusion in the inaugural Michelin
Guide American South, announced

November 3, 2025. Charlotte's
Counter restaurant earned a
prestigious Michelin star, while 15
Asheville restaurants received
recognition. The Triangle boasts
James Beard-nominated chefs,
innovative farm-to-table concepts,
authentic international cuisines, and
legendary North Carolina barbecue
traditions.

Exceptional Living
Standards

Consistently ranked among the
nation's best places to live, the
Triangle offers outstanding public
schools, low crime rates in family-
friendly neighborhoods, abundant
parks and recreational facilities, and a
strong sense of community. Whether
you're a young professional, growing
family, or planning retirement, you'll
find your perfect fit here.



The Three Cities That Form the Triangle

The Research Triangle derives its name from three distinct cities, each offering unique character while contributing to the region's collective
strength. Understanding each city's personality helps you identify where you'll feel most at home.

Raleigh
The State Capital

As North Carolina's capital and the geographic heart of the Triangle, Raleigh combines government presence with vibrant urban

1 energy. Downtown features a revitalized warehouse district with trendy restaurants and breweries, while surrounding
neighborhoods offer excellent schools and family-friendly amenities. The city's oak-lined streets, numerous parks, and commitment
to green space create an unexpectedly lush urban environment.

Raleigh appeals to professionals seeking career opportunities, families prioritizing education, and anyone who appreciates a
perfect blend of city sophistication and Southern livability.

Durham
The City of Medicine

Durham has transformed from tobacco town to innovation hub, anchored by Duke University and world-renowned medical centers.
2 Historic tobacco warehouses now house creative offices, craft breweries, and cutting-edge restaurants. The city's revitalized
downtown pulses with arts venues, diverse dining, and a proudly independent spirit.

Home to the beloved Durham Bulls baseball team, this city attracts medical professionals, academics, artists, and anyone drawn to
authentic urban renewal and progressive community values.

Chapel Hill
The College Town

Dominated by the University of North Carolina's flagship campus, Chapel Hill embodies classic college-town charm. Franklin
3 Street's walkable downtown features bookstores, cafes, and student-friendly restaurants, while surrounding neighborhoods
showcase stunning Southern architecture and tree-canopied streets.

The town's strong educational focus, intellectual atmosphere, and passionate Tar Heel basketball culture create a unique
environment perfect for academics, families prioritizing education, and anyone who thrives in a community centered around

learning and culture.



Surrounding Communities Within 50 Miles

Beyond the three anchor cities, the Triangle's surrounding communities offer diverse lifestyle options—from master-planned suburbs with top-

rated schools to historic small towns and rural properties with acreage. These communities provide Triangle access while offering distinct
personalities and often more affordable price points.

Wake County Suburbs

Cary: Family-friendly, culturally diverse,
consistently top-rated schools

Apex: "Peak of Good Living" with
charming downtown and new
development

Wake Forest: Small-town atmosphere
with historic downtown

Holly Springs: Rapid growth with
master-planned communities

Fuquay-Varina & Clayton: Affordability
with new construction options

Orange County

Hillsborough: Historic colonial town
with walkable downtown and arts scene
Carrboro: Progressive community
adjacent to Chapel Hill

Orange County Schools: Exceptional

2024-2025 growth, with all schools
meeting or exceeding targets

Outlying Areas

Johnston County: Rural settings with
affordability

Chatham County: Horse properties and
acreage

Durham County suburbs: Lower price
points while maintaining Triangle access



Cost of Living: Overall Affordability

One of the Triangle's most compelling advantages is its affordability relative to comparable metropolitan areas. While you'll enjoy big-city
amenities, career opportunities, and cultural offerings, you won't face the crushing housing costs of major coastal cities.

102-104 S450K $1,800

Cost of Living Index Median Home Price Average Rent (2BR)
Just slightly above the national average of 100  Current median around $450,000-$474,500 Two-bedroom apartments average
—dramatically more affordable than NYC, D.C,, depending on specific area, with starter $1,800/month, with 1-bedrooms around
Boston, or West Coast metros while offering homes available from low $300Ks and popular  $1,450/month and 3+ bedroom single-family
comparable career opportunities and quality suburbs like Cary and Apex ranging homes $2,200-52,800/month—well below
of life. S500K-S700K+. comparable metros.

What This Means for Your Budget

The Triangle's affordability advantage translates to real financial benefits. If you're
relocating from high-cost markets, you'll likely find your housing budget stretches
significantly further—potentially upgrading from a condo to a single-family home, or
gaining square footage and yard space without increasing your monthly payment.

This cost efficiency extends beyond housing. Your overall expenses—from dining out
to entertainment to everyday purchases—remain reasonable, allowing you to
maintain or improve your lifestyle while potentially saving more for future goals.




Cost of Living: Taxes & Daily Expenses

Property Taxes

Wake County's property tax rate sits at
approximately 0.85% of assessed value—
relatively reasonable compared to coastal
markets and significantly lower than many
Northeastern states. On a $450,000
home, expect roughly $3,825 annually,
which helps keep total homeownership
costs manageable.

Tax Planning Considerations

State Income Tax

North Carolina features a competitive flat
income tax rate that creates a business-
friendly environment. There are no local
income taxes, and sales tax rates remain
moderate. This tax structure particularly
benefits high-income professionals and
entrepreneurs.

Utilities & Daily Living

Average monthly utilities (electricity,
water, natural gas) run $160-$200.
Groceries, healthcare, and transportation
costs track near or slightly above national
averages, but these are offset by higher
regional incomes and favorable tax
structure.

When comparing your total tax burden, consider all factors: state income tax, property taxes, sales taxes, and local taxes. Many Triangle
relocators from high-tax states like New York, New Jersey, California, and lllinois discover significant tax savings that offset any nominal increase
in cost of living. Your financial advisor can help calculate your specific tax impact based on your income level and family situation.

(D ProTip: North Carolina's tax-friendly environment and lower housing costs often allow relocating professionals to maintain their current

lifestyle while significantly increasing their savings rate or paying down debt faster.



Economic Powerhouse: The Job Market

The Triangle's explosive growth isn't accidental—it's driven by one of America's strongest and most diverse job markets. The region has
cultivated an ecosystem where innovation thrives, companies expand, and careers flourish across multiple industries.

Research Triangle Park Tech & Life Sciences Exceptional Job Growth
Leadership

The largest research parkin North The region experienced 17% job growth
America, spanning 7,000 acres and The Triangle ranks as the second-fastest over the past five years, with projections
hosting 300+ companies employing growing tech hub in the U.S., with 4,000 of 12,000-15,000 net new jobs added
55,000+ workers. RTP anchors the region's tech companies employing 60,000+ annually. This consistent expansion
economy with concentrations in professionals in software development, creates opportunities for career
pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, cybersecurity, and IT services. It's also the advancement, job security, and
information technology, and nation's 5th largest life sciences hub, with competitive compensation.
environmental sciences. 600 companies and 39,000+ employees

advancing healthcare innovation.




Major Employers & Industries

Corporate & Technology Giants

The Triangle hosts an impressive roster of major employers across
diverse sectors. IBM, Cisco, SAS Institute, Red Hat, Epic Games,
Fidelity Investments, and Credit Suisse maintain significant
operations here, while tech giants Apple, Google, and Amazon

continue expanding their Triangle presence.

These companies are drawn by the region's educated workforce,
university partnerships for research and recruitment, business-
friendly environment, and exceptional quality of life that helps attract

and retain top talent.

Healthcare & Education

Duke University and Duke Health System, UNC

Health, and Wake County Public Schools rank
among the region's largest employers. These
institutions provide not only jobs but also
world-class healthcare access and
educational opportunities for residents.

Government & Public Sector

As the state capital, Raleigh hosts numerous
state government agencies providing stable
employment. The public sector offers
competitive benefits, pension plans, and job
security that appeals to many professionals
and families.

Emerging Industries

Clean energy, advanced manufacturing,
financial technology (fintech), and healthcare
innovation represent rapidly growing sectors
creating diverse career pathways for
professionals at all levels and specializations.



Schools & Education: Public School Excellence

Education consistently ranks as a top priority for relocating families, and the Triangle delivers exceptional options at every level. The region's

commitment to educational excellence, combined with diverse school choices, ensures you'll find the right fit for your children.
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Wake County Public School System

One of the nation's largest and most diverse school districts, Wake
County serves over 160,000 students across 193 schools. The district
offers innovative magnet programs focusing on STEM, arts, and
specialized curricula, along with year-round and traditional calendar
options. Numerous schools earn national recognition for academic
achievement, with strong programs in advanced placement, STEM
education, and arts.

03

Durham Public Schools

Durham's school system serves diverse student populations with
specialized programs including magnet schools, career academies,
and International Baccalaureate offerings. The district emphasizes
equity and innovation, with significant recent investments in facilities
and technology.
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Orange County Schools

Orange County Schools achieved remarkable success in 2024-2025,
with all schools meeting or exceeding growth targets—tying for first
place in the state. This exceptional performance demonstrates the
district's commitment to student achievement and effective teaching
methodologies.

Charter School Expansion

North Carolina's charter-friendly laws have led to 6% enroliment
growth, with over 153,000 students statewide attending charter
schools. New Triangle schools like North Oak Academy in Durham and
Wake Preparatory Academy continue opening to meet demand,
offering alternative educational approaches and smaller class sizes.



Essential Research Resources

Crime & Safety Monitoring School District Information & Maps

e CrimeReports.com - Real-time crime data and neighborhood * GreatSchools.org - School ratings, reviews, and demographic
safety statistics information for Triangle schools

e SpotCrime.com - Interactive crime maps for Raleigh, Durham, and e NC School Report Cards - State-provided performance data for
Chapel Hill all public schools

e Private School Review - Comprehensive guide to Triangle area
private schools

(D School district boundaries can change annually. We recommend verifying current assignments directly with school districts before
making housing decisions.


https://www.crimereports.com/
https://spotcrime.com/
https://www.greatschools.org/
https://www.ncpublicschools.org/src/
https://www.privateschoolreview.com/

Higher Education & Specialized Options

World-Class Universities

Duke University: Private institution ranking
in the nation's top 10, renowned for
medicine, business, and engineering

UNC-Chapel Hill: Premier public university
with exceptional programs across
disciplines

NC State University: Engineering and
agricultural powerhouse with cutting-edge
research facilities

Additional Institutions

Smaller colleges including Meredith College,
Shaw University, and NC Central University
provide diverse higher education options,
religious affiliations, and historically black
college (HBCU) traditions.

Private School Options

Strong private school offerings include Cary Academy
(innovative, technology-focused curriculum), Trinity Academy
(classical Christian education), Durham Academy (college
preparatory), and Ravenscroft School (traditional independent
school). These institutions provide diverse educational
philosophies, small class sizes, and exceptional college
preparation.

Research & Opportunity

Living near three major research universities creates
unprecedented opportunities for K-12 students. Dual-enrollment
programs allow high schoolers to earn college credit, internships
provide real-world experience, and summer programs offer
enrichment in specialized subjects. This academic ecosystem
benefits students at all levels, from elementary through high
school.




Culinary Scene & Cultural Richness

Michelin Guide Recognition

The Triangle achieved a significant culinary milestone when it was included in the inaugural Michelin Guide American South, announced
November 3, 2025. . This placement alongside cities in North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi confirms
what locals already knew—the Triangle offers world-class dining experiences.
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Diverse Dining Options

Beyond Michelin recognition, the Triangle boasts James Beard-
nominated chefs creating innovative cuisine, authentic international
restaurants representing the region's significant Asian and Hispanic
populations (the largest in North Carolina), thriving farm-to-table
movements connecting diners directly with local farmers, over 30 craft
breweries producing award-winning beers, and iconic Eastern North
Carolina-style barbecue traditions passed down through generations.
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Arts & Entertainment

Cultural offerings include the North Carolina Museum of Art with its
stunning outdoor park featuring large-scale installations, Durham
Performing Arts Center (DPAC) hosting Broadway tours and major
concerts, Red Hat Amphitheater for outdoor summer concerts, PNC
Arena (home to NHL's Carolina Hurricanes and NC State basketball),
vibrant music venues across all three cities, and First Friday gallery
walks showcasing local artists.



Outdoor Activities & Sports Culture

Parks & Greenways

The Triangle region features over 200 miles of interconnected
greenway trails perfect for walking, running, and cycling. William B.
Umstead State Park offers 5,500 acres of forests and trails within
Raleigh city limits—an almost unbelievable natural resource for an
urban area. Lake Johnson, Lake Crabtree, and dozens of community
parks provide playgrounds, sports facilities, picnic areas, and water
access.

This extensive park system means you're never far from outdoor
recreation, whether you're seeking a quick lunchtime walk or a full day
of hiking and mountain biking.

Professional Sports

Carolina Hurricanes (NIHL): Stanley Cup
champions with passionate fanbase

NC Courage (NWSL): Professional
women's soccer

Durham Bulls: Minor League Baseball
immortalized in film

College Sports

ACC Basketball: Intense rivalries between
NC State Wolfpack, UNC Tar Heels, and
Duke Blue Devils

Football Season: Electric game-day
atmospheres at Carter-Finley Stadium
and Kenan Stadium

Day Trip Destinations

Water Recreation: Jordan Lake and Falls
Lake for boating, fishing, swimming

Mountains & Beaches: Two hours to Outer
Banks beaches, two hours to Blue Ridge
Mountain hiking



Climate & Seasons: Four Seasons, Mild Year-Round

The Triangle's climate offers the best of both worlds—true seasonal variety without extreme weather disrupting daily life. You'll experience the
beauty of changing seasons while avoiding harsh winters or oppressive heat that characterizes other regions.

Spring (March-May) Fall (September-November)
Pleasant temperatures with highs ranging from low Many residents' favorite season brings comfortable
70s to mid-80s°F. Blooming azaleas, dogwoods, and temperatures with highs in 60s-70s°F and crisp
Bradford pears transform the landscape into a floral evenings dipping into the 40s°F. Stunning fall
wonderland. Perfect weather for outdoor activities, foliage appears in late October and November,

festivals, and enjoying the region's extensive especially in nearby mountain areas. Ideal
greenway system. Occasional rain showers keep conditions for outdoor activities, football tailgates,
everything lush and green. and enjoying harvest festivals. Low humidity and

clear skies dominate.

Summer (June-August)

Warm weather with highs in mid-80s to mid-90s°F
and higher humidity levels. Occasional afternoon
thunderstorms provide dramatic skies and cooling
relief. July, August, and September are the wettest
months. Air conditioning is essential, and summer
utility bills reflect increased cooling costs. Morning
and evening outdoor activities are most
comfortable.
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Winter (December-February)

Mild winters with average highs in low 50s°F and
lows in 30s°F. Occasional snow dustings (typically 1-
3 events per year, sometimes none) rarely
accumulate or persist. Extended freezing
temperatures are uncommon. Winter coats are
necessary but not the heavy parkas required in
Northern climates. Golf and outdoor activities
remain possible year-round.



Moving Logistics: Planning Your Relocation

A successful relocation requires thoughtful planning and attention to detail. Following a structured timeline helps ensure you don't overlook

I R Preparation Phase (0-30 Days)

Planning Phase (30-60 Days
Research Phase (60-90 Days Out)
Out, Reach out to Me!)

critical tasks while reducing stress during this major life transition.

Set up utilities (Duke Energy for electricity,
city water services), arrange internet and

Develop your relocation budget including cable service, and forward your mail
Begin with neighborhood research using moving costs, temporary housing if through USPS. Update your address with
online resources, virtual tours, and school needed, and emergency funds. Research banks, credit cards, insurance companies,
websites. Schedule an in-person and book moving companies, comparing and subscription services. Begin packing
discovery visit to tour multiple quotes and services. Arrange temporary systematically, room by room. Research
communities, experience rush-hour traffic storage if your closing dates don't align new healthcare providers and transfer
patterns, visit schools, and explore perfectly. Begin notifying current service prescriptions. Confirm moving company
amenities. Research cost of living providers of your move date. If you have details and prepare for closing day.
differences, job market if you're seeking children, research school enrollment
employment, and begin connecting with deadlines and requirements.

local resources.

Post-Move Essentials

Within 60 days of establishing North Carolina residency, you must transfer your driver's license and register your vehicle to obtain NC license
plates. Reqgister to vote, establish relationships with local healthcare providers, and connect with community groups, religious organizations, or
hobby clubs to begin building your social network.



Real Estate Market Overview

Current Market Conditions (2025)

The Triangle real estate market is experiencing a moderate cooling period that creates
favorable conditions for buyers after several years of intense competition and rapid
appreciation. September 2025 data shows the median home price at $474,500, down 1.2%
from August, with average days on market increasing to 34 days compared to 27 days last
year. Closed sales declined 6% year-over-year, indicating buyers have more negotiating
power than during the pandemic-era frenzy.

This market shift doesn't signal weakness—rather, it represents a return to more balanced,
sustainable conditions after an unprecedented period of growth.

my

9%

Inventory Growth New Construction Share Days on Market
Active listings up 9% compared to September  New construction comprises nearly one-third Average days on market increased from 27 to
2024, giving buyers more options and of active listings, with builders offering 34 days, allowing buyers more time for due
reducing bidding wars aggressive incentives diligence

Long-Term Fundamentals Remain Strong

Despite short-term cooling, the Triangle's long-term real estate fundamentals remain exceptionally strong. Continued job growth, population
influx, excellent quality of life, and affordability versus comparable metros ensure sustained demand. Desirable neighborhoods in North Raleigh,
Cary, and Apex still experience multiple offers on well-priced, updated homes.

Builders are offering closing cost assistance, rate buy-downs, and upgrades, particularly in suburbs like Fuquay-Varina and Clayton, making new
construction an attractive option for many buyers.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

Learning from others' experiences can help you avoid costly missteps during your relocation. These common mistakes trip up many out-of-state
buyers, but with awareness and planning, you can navigate them successfully.

——— —0— —0—

Skipping the Research Visit

Virtual tours and online research provide
valuable information, but nothing
replaces boots-on-the-ground
experience. The Triangle has distinct
microclimates and neighborhood
personalities that don't translate through
screens. Tour neighborhoods at different
times of day, including rush hour, to
understand traffic patterns. Visit schools
in person, explore nearby shopping and
dining, and get a feel for community
character before making a purchase
decision. If you can't make it yourself,
that's where | come in!

Misunderstanding School
Enroliment

Triangle schools operate under various
systems that confuse many relocating
families. Charter schools use lottery
systems with early deadlines—often in
January or February for the following
school year—and maintain waitlists with
85,000+ students statewide. Traditional
public schools assign students based on
home address, but these zones can shift.
Magnet schools require separate
applications. Research school options
before purchasing a home to avoid
disappointment.

Overextending Financially

While the Triangle offers affordability,
factor in all costs beyond your mortgage
payment. Summer cooling bills can reach
$200-$300 monthly for larger homes.
Many communities charge HOA fees
ranging from $50-S300 monthly.
Property taxes, homeowners insurance,
and maintenance costs add up. Build an
emergency fund covering 3-6 months of
expenses to weather the transition period
when unexpected costs inevitably arise.
Consider keeping some financial cushion
rather than maximizing your purchase
price.



Next Steps & Resources

&
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Connect with a Local Relocation Specialist

Working with a realtor who specializes in out-of-state buyers
makes your transition dramatically smoother. An experienced
relocation specialist like myself understands your unique needs,
provides detailed neighborhood tours with insider knowledge,
offers school information and enrollment guidance, connects you
with trusted lenders familiar with relocation scenarios, and guides
you through North Carolina-specific contracts and closing
processes. Many people who come from out of state are surprised
by North Carolina's due diligence process in particular - it's worth
having an expert walk you through it.

Schedule Your Discovery Visit

=

Key Resources to Explore

Visit Raleigh: Comprehensive tourism and relocation information
Work in the Triangle: Regional job board and career resources
Wake County Public Schools: School information and enroliment
Triangle MLS: Real-time market data and listings

City Websites: Official sites for Cary, Apex, Durham, Chapel Hill,
and Raleigh

Neighborhood Facebook Groups: Connect with current residents

The best next step is planning a 2-3 day visit to experience the Triangle firsthand. Tour multiple neighborhoods to compare locations and

housing styles. Experience local restaurants. Drive your potential commute routes during rush hour. Meet with potential employers if you're job

searching. Visit schools if you have children. Get a genuine feel for Triangle living beyond what any guide can convey.

After your visit, we'll create your personalized home search strategy based on your priorities, budget, timeline, and what you discovered during

your exploration. Your Triangle journey begins with a conversation—let's start planning your successful relocation today.



Your Triangle Journey Starts Here

Book Your Discovery Visit

Let's plan your personalized Triangle tour to explore neighborhoods, schools, and lifestyle options that match your priorities.

Receive Your Custom Relocation Plan

Get a detailed timeline, neighborhood comparisons, school information, and step-by-step guidance for your specific situation.

Begin Your Home Search

Access exclusive listings, receive market updates, and tour properties with an experienced relocation specialist by your side.

Welcome Home to the Triangle

&

Close on your perfect home and begin your exciting new chapter in one of America's most dynamic and welcoming regions.

The Triangle isn't just a place to live—it's a place to thrive. Your new life awaits in North Carolina's Research Triangle, where Southern charm
meets modern opportunity, where your career can flourish, where your children can receive exceptional education, and where you'll discover a
community ready to welcome you home.

"The best time to move to the Triangle was five years ago. The second best time is today."



Ready to Make Your Move?

Let's Start Your Triangle Story

Contact Your Triangle Relocation Specialist What Clients Say

With extensive knowledge of the Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill region, "...Earnest, honest, and provides excellent service"

insider connections to the best neighborhoods, schools, and
" . ) — Andrew, First Time Homebuyer
communities, proven experience helping out-of-state buyers

navigate their relocations, and comprehensive support from your first " \ery attentive to detail and negotiated the price down

inquiry through closing and beyond—I'm here to make your Triangle significantly”

relocation seamless and successful.

— Michelle, Investor
Phone: 919.438.2865

"...Worked perfectly like a bridge between me, the buyer, and the

Email: realty(@crownedenterprises.com seller"

Website: crownedenterprises.com — Donghai, Homebuyer

This guide reflects market conditions and information as of 2025. Real estate markets change continuously, and specific details should be
verified with current sources. All statistics and figures are approximations based on available data at time of publication.



